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Issue 5           Autumn 2024  

In this issue of BNAPS News Review: 

• Latest B-N Aircraft News from BN Historians 

• African Tour Report 

• The Ultimate Wingwalker 

• Duxford Trislander Update 

NORTH AMERICAN VISIT REPORTS 
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Dear BNAPS Supporters, 

This issue of BNAPS News Review has been delayed due to diversion of effort to get the 
“Saving Charlie November” book printed and distributed together with allowing time to 
include a report on the recent visit made by BNAPS News Review Editor to the USA and 
Canada that included catching up with some B-N Islander operators and aircraft.  

Thanks to the efforts of Allan Wright as editor of the “Saving Charlie November” book 
together with various contributors and proof readers, the book went to print in mid-July. 
Pre-ordered and reserved copies of the book were distributed during August and the book 
is now on general sale. A book review by Denis Calvert was included in the November 2024 
issue of Aeroplane magazine. Production of the book turned out to be a bigger exercise 
than originally anticipated. It was important to spend as much time as necessary to give a 
full and accurate account of all that had happened over a 23 year period to ensure that the 
historic Islander G-AVCN was saved for posterity. 

At the Wight Military & Heritage Museum G-AVCN has attracted much interest from 
museum visitors during a busy summer season. BNAPS was pleased to welcome a visit from 
Tony Deamer who runs Unity Airlines in Vanuatu with a fleet of Islanders. Vanuatu being in 
the middle of the Pacific region is about the most faraway place there is from the UK and 
Tony therefore holds the record for the longest distance travelled of all the visitors who 
have stopped by to see c/n 3, G-AVCN over the years. Another recent visitor was Gerald 
Cheek who worked as an air traffic controller at Stanley Airport in the Falkland Islands. 
Gerald’s connection with the Islander goes back to the first FIGAS example VP-FAY (c/n 872) 
that was destroyed at the time of the Falklands conflict in 1982. 

Routine care and maintenance of G-AVCN continues as a background activity. Most of the 
current efforts at the Museum are devoted to completion of the “Islander Experience” 
flight simulator. Apart from re- engineering the control wheel assembly to make it more 
robust much of the work has involved making the interior more representative of an 
Islander. This involved fabricating internal trim, making new door hinges and installing cabin 
doors that has turned out to be a major challenge with the end now in sight. The exterior 
surface is currently being cleaned of old paint ready for finishing in its Air Mahe colours as 
VQ-SAC (c/n 287). 

BNAPS has supported the Solent Sky Aviation Museum in Southampton in putting together 
a special exhibition to mark the 70th anniversary of B-N since it was first registered as a 
company in 1954. The exhibition, opened for visitors in early September, presents a 
summary of the company’s origins and evolution and its aircraft from the time that John 
Britten and Desmond Norman embarked upon the design of their first aircraft in 1949, the 
BN-1F “Finibee”. The only BN-1F built, G-ALZE, is quite appropriately on view at the museum 
alongside the exhibition space. 

Looking ahead to 2025, at the museum open day in April BNAPS plans to celebrate 25 years 
since G-AVCN returned home and in June there will no doubt be some celebrations to mark 
Islander 60. Details of these events will be circulated in due course. 

Thanks go to all our loyal BNAPS supporters and all who continue to support BNAPS in 
various ways. BNAPS Trustees are still looking at what the future holds for the society with 
the most pressing need being that of bringing new trustees on board. Much as we would 
like it to be possible, the passage of time cannot be defeated. Anyone interested in offering 
their services or would like to discuss the possibility of becoming a trustee, please contact 
BNAPS Chairman in the first instance.                                            Bob Wealthy,  BNAPS Chairman  

BNAPS CHAIRMAN UPDATE  

Cover picture: M-KASI (c/n 4006) at St Hubert Regional Airport, Montreal. (Allan Wright)  See page 12 
Insert: A busy day at Island Airways, Welke Airport, Beaver Island, Michigan. (Juliette Wright) See page 8 
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BNAPS NEWS 

Wight Military & Heritage Museum Activities October 2024 
The main activity, in addition to routine care and 
maintenance of G-AVCN, involved work on the 
“Islander Experience” flight simulator. It was 
found that the control wheel assembly needed 
re-engineering into a more robust form after 
some weaknesses in the end stop arrangement 
had shown up when the simulator was being 
used by visitors. Representative sidewall trim 
and ceiling panels have been fabricated and 
installed. A new seat cushion and seat back 
cover is being made to allow a second seat to be 
installed in the simulator cabin. 

There was a bit of a setback when Mark Porter 
found that there had been an unexpected 
failure of the simulator computer that resulted 
in damage to cabling inside the case. In view of 

the cost of repairs, possible unknown faults as a result of the power supply fault and, taking 
into account the limitations and age of the computer processor, it was decided to acquire a 
new computer for the simulator. 

Bob Wilson has now completed the time-consuming task of fabricating new door hinges. 
Another unexpected problem was encountered when it was found that the pilot’s door 
would only just fit in the door frame. Slight protrusion of the tops of door surround trim had 
caused the problem and the door has been worked on by Bob Wilson at home to skim down 
the frame to make sure it will fit. 

Bernie Coleman was engaged on removing the old layers of paint from the outside surface of 
the simulator nose section. Maury Dyer and Guy Palmer tidied up the windscreen fixings and 
refitted the windscreens. 

A second row seat 
is being prepared 
for installation in 
the simulator. 

Bob Wilson & Mark Porter positioning the refurbished 
pilot’s door. Right: New door hinges made by Bob Wilson. 
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Guy Palmer modified the windscreen 
central pillar trim to improve the fit and 
appearance.  

During the summer months museum 
visitors took considerable interest in                    
G-AVCN when they unexpectedly found 
that there was an aircraft in the museum. 
In early September team members were 
most pleased to welcome a visit from 
Tony Deamer. Tony runs Unity Airlines in 
Vanuatu [an island in the Pacific Ocean] 
with a fleet of three Islanders. It is 
believed that Tony is the furthest travelled 
visitor to view G-AVCN.  

A week or two later we met Gerald Cheek from the Falkland Islands who happened to be at 
the museum. Gerald was an air traffic controller at Stanley Airport and was there at the time 
of the Falklands conflict and at one stage was taken prisoner. Gerald was well acquainted 
with FIGAS and the people there who had helped with parts for G-AVCN. He also recounted 
the story of the first FIGAS Islander VP-FAY that was damaged beyond repair during the 
Falklands conflict. 

On 8th October Norman Hobbs, Guy Palmer and Bob Wealthy were at the museum with                   
G-AVCN and most pleased to welcome Mike Oberman and Adison Oberman from California 
who were on a UK visit. Mike is owner of Islander N55JA (c/n 295), and they were very keen 
to see what had been achieved by BNAPS in saving G-AVCN. Mike and Adison were very 
impressed with the end result. 

As a background activity attempts continue to tidy up the area around G-AVCN and to 
dispose of unwanted tools, materials and other unnecessary items of kit. 

Wing stands have been retrieved from storage in anticipation of lifting the aircraft to allow 
the wheels to be rotated a quarter of turn to avoid development of “flat spots” on the 
tyres. 

Tony Deamer (right) with Tim 
Barton and G-AVCN on the 
occasion of his recent visit. 
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Removal of old layers of paint and surface 
preparation for repainting under way. 
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Britten-Norman 70th Anniversary Exhibition at Solent Sky Museum 
In 2024 Britten-Norman celebrates 70 years since the company was inaugurated as Britten-
Norman Ltd in 1954. It was felt appropriate that an exhibition should be set up at Solent Sky 
Museum, Southampton, to record this achievement and provide information for visitors 
about the company, its past, present and future. Display material was available from 
BNAPS, provided by Chairman Bob Wealthy, also a volunteer at Solent Sky, and Allan 
Wright at BN Historians. Some new display material was also produced to reflect the theme 
of the exhibition.  

A proposal for the exhibition was prepared in July and 
Solent Sky Museum Director Alan Jones agreed that room 
space on the first floor of the museum could be used. The 
area was soon cleared and display stands, display placards 
and aircraft models were put in place, with help from Solent 
Sky volunteers Ian Haskell and Dave Hatchard. Thanks go to 
Solent Sky volunteer Martin Nolan for re-commissioning the 
room lighting. The display area was set up during August 
and opened for viewing at the beginning of September. 

The exhibition presents an overview of various aspects of B-
N’s history in a series of displays on the following topics: 
 Origins of Britten-Norman and    
 aircraft types produced 
 Where it all began - the BN-1F story 
 A British success story - BN-2  
 Islander prototype flies and goes  
 into production 
 Islander and Trislander operations  
 with Aurigny Air Services 
 Restoration of Islander G-AVCN and  
 preserved Islanders and Trislanders 
 Oldest Islander still flying 
 Islanders and Trislanders in service picture gallery 
 B-N – future direction and prospects  

Left to right - Mike Oberman and Adison Oberman with Guy Palmer, Norman Hobbs. 

Solent Sky museum’s B-N 
70th Exhibition introduction 
display and slide show. 
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A selection of Islander and Trislander aircraft models is also on show together with the 
Britten-Norman’s first aircraft - the BN-1F “Finibee”, G-ALZE, that can be viewed in the main 
museum area at Solent Sky close by the B-N exhibition.  

On 28 September Solent Sky was pleased to welcome a group of B-N employees from the 
local design office at Millbrook Southampton and from the works at Solent Airport.  

Following an introductory briefing alongside the B-N 70th exhibition the group spent several 
hours viewing the rest of the museum’s aircraft, including a close look at BN-1F G-ALZE, and 
other exhibition areas related to World War 2 and the local Police and Fire Service Heritage 
collection. 

Thanks go to B-N Design Engineer Alberto for organising the contingent from B-N and for 
his subsequent words of appreciation on their behalf: 

“Many thanks for the visit on Saturday. I can speak for all of us that we thoroughly enjoyed it 
and are very grateful for your hospitality”. 

On 11 October Peter Gatrell, B-N’s first employee, came along to see the exhibition 
accompanied by his son-in-law Brian Wingate. Peter is featured in several of the exhibition 
placards and he was very pleased to be reminded of his time working with John Britten and 
Desmond Norman.  

Peter was recruited in early 1950 for his carpentry skills and constructed the wooden 

Solent Sky museum’s B-N 70th Exhibition: 
more of the exhibition display boards. 
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Solent Sky volunteer and BNAPS Chairman (left) with the group of visitors from B-N. 
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airframe of the BN-1F aircraft G-ALZE, that is appropriately on show just outside the 
Exhibition in Solent Sky museum’s main hall.  

For more information about Solent Sky and its exhibits, opening times, entry charges and 
location go to: www.solentsky.org 
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The group of visitors from B-N pose by the BN-1F at Solent Sky.  
(right) Peter Gatrell at Solent Sky Museum B-N Exhibition. 

ANTHONY (TONY) SMART 1937-2024 

It is with sadness we report the passing of Anthony (Tony) Smart on 30 
September at St Mary’s Hospital Newport Isle of Wight. Tony was one 
of BNAPS’ corporate supporters and took a great interest in the 
restoration of Islander G-AVCN. Tony was Head of Quality at B-N, where 
he took over from Jack Griffin on Jack’s retirement. Tony was a 
qualified lead quality auditor for the aerospace sector and in later years 
set up his own company AQS that operated in the field of quality 
assurance.  

Tony spent his working life in aviation. He served in the RAF for 12 years and left as a Chief 
Technician. He worked as an aircraft maintenance engineer while studying for his CAA flight 
engineering licences, prior to joining B-N.  

In retirement Tony became involved with the Wight Aviation Museum where, as the 
Museum Technical Director, he designed and had built the full-size replica of the Black 
Arrow satellite launch vehicle which now stands proud as a tribute to him near the museum 
at Sandown Airport.  

Tony was a member of the Royal Aeronautical Society IoW Branch for over 40 years – and 
was a Branch Committee Member for most of those years and very supportive of the 
Branch. Tony would turn up and help out at lectures and was always bright and cheerful 
and good for a laugh and was of great help to the society with his wealth of aeronautical 
knowledge accumulated over his years with the RAF and B-N.  

Amongst his many interests Tony actively supported the Isle of Wight Steam Railway and 
also helped set-up and organise a charity to fundraise and run the 2023 Isle of Wight Science 
Festival. He took on all the charitable status/funding/accounting activities for the Festival 
and effectively made it happen – he will be sorely missed.  

Our sincere condolences go out to Tony's family and friends in respect of their sad loss.  
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ISLANDER SIGHTINGS IN MICHIGAN & NE CANADA – 

SEPTEMBER 2024       by Allan Wright 

(All photographs by the Author)  

During September my wife, daughter and I went on a road trip to North America. Flying into 
Chicago, we then drove to North Michigan to visit Island Airways on Beaver Island, then on 
to Toronto, Canada. From Toronto we moved further East to Montreal, Quebec and ended 
up in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

It was predominantly a family sightseeing tour, but if you happen to be near an Islander 
operator, why not drop in?! 

Beaver Island, sitting in northern waters of Lake Michigan, is 56 sq miles (145 sq km) and the 
largest of the Lake Michigan Islands. With a population of around 700, it is the home of 
Island Airways, who have 5 Islanders. The airline is run by Angel and Paul Welke, and is part 
of the Island’s DNA. In the warmer months they compete (or may I should say complement) 
the ferry service from Charlevoix, but in the winter when Lake Michigan is frozen, Island 
Airways are the sole method of getting to and from Beaver Island. They operate from Welke 
Airport situated in the north east of Beaver Island. There is a second airport on the Island, 
slightly south west of Welke Airport from which Fresh Air operate with 2 Partenavia P68s. 
They do not present Island Airways much competition.  

On our trip we made our way from Chicago, Illinois, to Traverse City’s Cherry Capital Airport, 
Michigan - a 5 hour drive, including a time change. Here we had arranged for Paul Welke to 
collect us and fly to Beaver Island for a 4 night stay in a rented house. Not long after our 
arrival at Traverse City, Islander N95BN (c/n 95) landed and taxied to the AvFlight centre on 
the northeast of the airport. We have previously visited Beaver Island in 2006, so this was a 
long awaited reunion with Paul. After greetings, we walked out to the aircraft, loaded our 
suitcases and bags, and taxied out to take off.  

Paul is at home in an Islander and you can see his professionalism when he flies, as well as 

ISLANDER ROUND UP 
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Paul Welke applies full power for take off from Traverse City in N95BN 
(c/n 95) and, right, approaching Welke Airport, Beaver Island. 
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N95BN (c/n 95)  another 1969 aircraft was formerly operated by Loganair as G-AXKB. 

N137MW (c/n 137) yet another 1969 build joined the IA fleet in 1997. 
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N80KM (c/n 80) a 1969 BN-2A, has been in the Island Airways fleet since 2000.  
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N19WA (c/n 524) was a long term restoration project, but is now a spares source.  

N949PW (c/n 121) also of 1969 vintage, joined the fleet in April 2022 
after being fully refurbished by Britten-Norman.  

N406CW (c/n  891) is IA’s most recent acquisition and the youngest in the 
fleet, a 1980 BN-2A-26. joining in September 2022, it will be in service later in 
2024 following refurbishment work by IA. Interestingly it has 4-bladed 
propellers and engine silencers typical of the FLN, Germany, fleet. 

10 
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pointing out the sights as we flew. The flight was 31 minutes and the weather was excellent 
so we had a good view of Beaver Island as we descended to land at Welke Airport.  Upon 
landing we saw other Islanders N80KM (c/n 80) and the newest addition to the fleet 
N949PW (c/n 121).   

We spent time talking to Paul and Angel and then set off to our home for 4 nights. The main 
township in Beaver Island is St James, which is located at the top northeast corner of the 
tiny island. We settled in and then went to the Shamrock Bar for some food, before retiring 
for the night after a long and busy day. 

A quick visit back to the Airport next day gave the opportunity to see the remainder of the 
fleet - N137MW (c/n 137) and N406CW (c/n 891). The latter was acquired in September 2022 
and is the newest Islander in the fleet being a 1980 build - the remainder of the fleet are all 
1969 built aircraft. N406CW has not yet entered service as it required a lot of work to bring it 
up to standard following a few years in Venezuela. 

A couple of days later, the Welkes offered us a day out in Charlevoix.  So on 17th September 
we went back to Welke Airport and boarded N95BN for the 16min flight to Charlevoix. Our 
pilot was Ryan, a young 22 year old who loves flying for Island Airways, and working for 
them. At Charlevoix we were greeted by the Island Airways, Charlevoix Manager, Sharon 
who presented us with a car key saying “These are for Angel’s car, it’s parked out front, 
enjoy your day in Charlevoix!”  Another example of the Welkes overwhelming generosity.   

We had a lovely day exploring Charlevoix, finding a great café for lunch, the “Mushroom 
Houses” and even an hour on the beach (the weather was fantastic!) before we headed 
back to the airport for a 4pm flight back to Beaver Island. This time we were lucky to get 
Island Airways’ newest member of the fleet, N949PW (c/n 121) the former G-AXUB that was 
refurbished by B-N for delivery to Beaver Island in December 2021. Our pilot was another 
young man, Jared.   

The remainder of the time we spent 
relaxing and as the weather was still 
amazing, along with quite a good 
amount of the time on the many sandy 
beaches on Beaver Island.  We also saw 
the Northern Lights one evening - a 
superb experience.  

On the day we had to leave we were 
flown back to Traverse City by Paul 
Welke in N80KM; another 31 minute 
flight. We parked at AvFlight and found 
that the AvFlight ground crewman, Kris 
Bain, guiding us in, was born in Orkney! 
He was interested in my knowledge of 
Islanders and we exchanged contacts. 
Kris married an American and they live in 
Traverse City. He has flown with 
Loganair, but not the Westray - Papa 
Westray route - the world’s shortest 
scheduled flight at 2 mins. He promised 
to do this when he returns for a visit to 
Orkney! Paul gave us a lift in a fleet car to 
the AVIS facility in the main terminal for 
us to get our next rental to drive to 
Canada. 

Approaching Charlevoix in N95BN (c/n 95). 
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The Welkes and all of the Island Airways staff are some of the kindest people I have ever 
met - nothing is an issue and their generosity is awesome. Thank you!  We’ll be back….. 

From Traverse City we drove to the Toronto area near Grimsby for 3 nights, via a night in 
London (Ontario), where we would meet our Canadian resident niece for a few days 
sightseeing in Toronto (or as the Canadians say it “Tor-on-o”). Then we got another rental 
car at Toronto Airport. It was not possible to use the same car as a one way rental from 
Traverse City all the way to Halifax, NS. We understood from AVIS we needed a Canadian 
plated car for the journey to Halifax, but we ended up with a Massachusetts plated one! I’m 
sure AVIS knew what they were doing….. Our daughter and niece then left us, taking the 
original car to Buffalo for onward travel to New York (for our daughter) and Hawaii via LA 
(our niece). 

My wife and I then had 7 day road trip from Toronto to Halifax, NS. We stopped at 
Newington, near Cornwall (west of Montreal), Saint-Pascal (east of Quebec), Nackawic, New 
Brunswick (near Frederickton), and finally 3 nights at Falmouth, Nova Scotia (near Windsor). 
The continuous use of British town names was weird - we also encountered Brighton, 
Kingston, Dartmouth, Alderney, Perth-Andover, Salisbury, Bedford, Bridgewater etc etc! 

The weather turned rainy for a couple of days on the early part of our journey east, which 
was okay, as we had not planned much sightseeing as we wanted to get on to Nova Scotia. 
Whilst passing Montreal we dropped in to visit the owners of BN-2T-4S M-KASI (c/n 4006). 
Mark Kalus and his son Eric Dagenais-Kalus were great hosts and delighted to show us their 
new purchase. Their aircraft is the former Hampshire Police Defender 4000 G-SJCH, which 
had been sold in Latvia as YL-FBI in 2013, and as reported in the Autumn 2023 edition of 

BNAPS News Review, is now resident in Canada as M-KASI.  

Unable to be placed on the Canadian Register, as the             
BN-2T-4S is not yet certificated in Canada, it is registered 
on the Isle of Man register as, to quote Mark, “they are 
very accommodating to work with”! Mark is working with 
the Canadian authorities and B-N to achieve Canadian 
certification.   

Author Allan Wright with wife Yvette in front of M-KASI  (c/n 4006) at St Hubert  Airport, 
Montreal. Inset: The KalusAir team (l-r) Hugo Meloche, Mark Kalus, Eric Dagenais-Kalus. 
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The aircraft is owned by KalusAir Services, and operated by KASI Aviation, based at St. 
Hubert Regional Airport  (also known as Montreal Municipal Airport), some 18km east of 
Montreal. KalusAir also have a fleet of 6 Navajos. The Defender is their largest aircraft and 
Mark is very pleased with it’s capabilities. He has recently returned from a survey of Sable 
Island, a small sand strip 250km off the Nova Scotia coast. Once M-KASI is placed on the 
Canadian register, Mark is interested in expanding the BN-2T-4S fleet. 

We have a good two hour tour and chat to Mark and his son Eric. We also met the Director 
of Maintenance Hugo Meloche. All were enthusiastic about the BN-2T-4S and gave us a 
warm welcome and were very hospitable.  

From Montreal we progressed further East and had a 4 hour drive to Saint-Pascal east of 
Quebec City. On the way we stopped at Montmagny home of Air Montmagny, operator of 2 
Islanders. Having had no response from my pre-travel enquiries, we hoped we might have 
seen the aircraft by chance. However, on arrival the small airport looked closed and no sign 
of the Islanders. It was now late in the day, and getting dark, so we drove on to our AirBnB.  

Our journey then took us down through New Brunswick, and after another overnight stay 
near Fredericton, we made it to Nova Scotia late the next day. Here we stayed at Falmouth, 
near Windsor. Nova Scotia (or New Scotland) is an amazing part of Canada, and we soon 
realised 3 days was nowhere near enough time to explore. 

Our final B-N operator visit was to Sable Aviation, who operate 
Islander C-GILS (c/n 416) based at Halifax Stanfield International 
Airport. Here we met up with Debbie Breklelmans, owner and 
chief pilot of Sable Aviation. They predominantly operate to and 
from Sable Island, taking out trippers and campers to the Island all 
year  round, flying about 60 trips a year. C-GILS is immaculate and 
looking very good for a  nearly 50 year old aircraft.  

The aircraft was hangered on our visit as the weather was very 
wet and overcast. The flight to Sable Island planned for the day of 
our visit had been postponed. Debbie was lovely and welcomed us 
warmly.  

After a short visit we left the airport for more sightseeing as the 
weather was improving. We now had 3 days to explore Nova 
Scotia - nowhere near long enough, so we  will be back sometime! 

Overall we drove about 2100 miles over an 18 day period. It was an 
amazing trip, as well as catching up with 3 Islander operators! 

C-GILS (c/n 416) at Halifax Stanfield Airport. 

A relaxed Debbie 
Brekelmans with 
C-GILS. 
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The KASI B-N Defender 4000, M-KASI (c/n 4006), 
was recently called upon to perform an aerial  
LiDAR survey over Sable Island. 
Sable Island (in French “Ile de Sable”, literally 
“island of sand”), is a small Canadian island 
situated 300km southeast of Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, and about 175km southeast of the closest 
point of mainland Nova Scotia in the North 
Atlantic Ocean. The island is staffed year round 
by three Parks Canada staff, rising during 
summer months when research projects and 
tourism increase. Notable for its role in early 
Canadian history, the island is protected and managed by Parks Canada, which must grant 
permission prior to any visit. Sable Island is also a protected National Park Reserve and 
an important area for wildlife.  
For the survey. the equipment installed on the BN-2T-4S was the Leica Chiroptera, which is a 
combined topographic and Bathymetric LiDAR system, which was the prefect choice to 
capture all the required data considering the remote location of the Island. 
Traversing 150 nautical miles over the ocean required the aircraft’s stability and range 
combined with the reliability of the Rolls-Royce/Allison engines which showcased the 
Defender’s capabilities. 
The 5½ hour mission allowed the complete collection of data without refuelling and still left 
over 3 hours reserves to give comfort and confidence to perform these types of projects. 
The flight was a complete success and KASI Aviation expect many more requests for what 
they call “a very unique and remarkable aircraft”. 

SURVEYING SABLE ISLAND 

The camera installation in M-KASI. 

Heading picture and here 
show the stunning pictures 
achieved by the KASI crew. 
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ISLANDER & TRISLANDER SIGHTINGS IN AFRICA  
Below is a fact filled report from a BNAPS “Roving Member” of a tour of Africa looking for B-N aircraft in 
many “off the road” places. All pictures by the author unless stated. 

SOUTH AFRICA, THURSDAY 2 MAY 2024 

A four-hour drive from Johannesburg, Barberton Airport was the final resting place of 
Islander A2-AJA (c/n 271) formerly G-AYPX. Airport owner CC Pocock sold Barberton Airport, 
dissolved his Bush Air company, sold his Islander, and moved to the USA. A2-AJA had been 
allegedly flying illegally in Mozambique and impounded by the aviation authority. It 
mysteriously turned up at Barberton, presumably arriving by air, was externally stored and 
the construction plate removed to put the airframe beyond further use. When CC Pocock 
moved to the USA he abandoned A2-AJA and included the Islander as part of the assets of 
the airport, which is now officially owned by the new airport owners, the Barberton Mining 
Company. 

BEIRA, MOZAMBIQUE, SUNDAY 5 MAY 

Your roving BNAPS member found himself stood in a six-foot-high field of elephant grass 
and trailing vines on the edge of Beira International Airport, Mozambique. On the left, in a 
vegetable plot lay the stripped out and wrecked remains of Islander C9-ALS, minus wing and 
blown upside down by one of the numerous cyclones that hit this region. The construction 
plate confirmed its c/n as 174 formerly G-AYDL. Sold to the Mozambique Government as                
CR-ALS in June 1970, later operated as C9-ALS with STA (Sociedade de Transportes Aereos). 
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A2-AJA (c/n 271) parked unmarked at Barberton Airport. 

The remains of C9-ALS (c/n 174) at Biera, Mozambique. 
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Totally hidden in the grass and vines lay the remains of C9-AMU, blown onto its starboard 
side by the cyclone, with its detached wing lying flat on the ground nearby. After slowly 
wading through the high grass (mindful of snakes), I finally located the pilots door and due 
to the close proximity of an angry hornet nest located in the fuselage, with great difficulty 
managed to read off the c/n as 637 formerly G-AYNZ, sold to ALAR Portugal in August 1971, 
became CR-AMU operated in Mozambique by CADELCO (Cabo Delgado Comercial e 
Industrial)  and finally COMAG (Companhia Mocambicana de Aviaero Geral). 

I walked along a line of derelict hangars towards the terminal, close to the terminal building 
a hangar revealed a beautifully airworthy Islander C9-BLV, operated by Safari Air Limitada. 
This airframe was ex ZS-BLV (c/n 683) formerly G-AZXO, and had previously operated as a 
Mozambique aircraft C9-APD with STA (Sociedade de Transportes Aereos). 

MAPUTO, MOZAMBIQUE, MONDAY 6 MAY 

At Maputo International Airport, displayed in the hangar car park of TTA (Empressa Nacional 
de Transport e Trabelho Aereo) is Islander C9-AME (c/n 118), formerly G-AYIV, originally sold 
in Octiber 1970 as CR-AME, later to STA (Sociedade de Transportes Aereos). 

CHARLES PRINCE AIRPORT, ZIMBABWE, THURSDAY 9 MAY 

I was given the rare privilege of being allowed access to the Zimbabwe Government Hangar, 
where some airframes involved in fatal accidents are stored pending investigation. In the 
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An immaculate looking C9-BLV (c/n 683) 

Displayed at Maputo at the TTA HQ is the former C9-AME (c/n 118). 
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hangar was Islander Z-CAA (c/n 2254) owned by the Zimbabwe Civil Aviation Authority, 
presently in storage awaiting authorisation for sale and disposal.  

The smashed wreckage of Islander C9-AOV, (c/n 624) formerly G-AYJF, operated by ETA Air 
Charter (Empresa de Transportes Aereos Lda) was stored with air investigation board, 
having impacted Vumba Mountain, near Mutare, Zimbabwe in bad weather and low cloud 
on Monday 27 March 2017. Four passengers and two pilots perished in the crash, which left 
the airframe as an unidentifiable pile of torn and mangled aluminium, with only the section 
aft of the cargo door recognisable as an Islander. An unpleasant and distressing 
experience, my thoughts were focused on the bereft families of the six fatalities of this 
tragic occurrence! 

LUSAKA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, SUNDAY 12 MAY 

I had gained permission to visit the Proflight Air Services hangar at Lusaka International 
Airport. As I arrived Islander 9J-UAS taxied in, confirmed as c/n 155 formerly G-AXYL 
(although the construction plate is missing). This airframe is maintained in immaculate 
condition inside and out, working hard for Procharter, a subsidiary of Proflight Air Services. 
Two dismantled Islander fuselages 9J-WHX (unmarked) (c/n 192) formerly G-AYGW and                 
9J-ASA (c/n 918) formerly G-BIUC were stored for spares, their wings were located nearby, 
mounted on the roof of a shipping container.  
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Z-CAA (c/n 2254) is a relatively new 
aircraft, and is stored pending sale. 

9J-UAS (c/n 155) at Lusaka. 
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POINTE NOIRE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, REPUBLIC OF CONGO, FRIDAY 17 MAY 

Islander TN-ADN (c/n 647) formerly G-AYST, owned by Societe Aero-Service Afrigo is 
externally stored on the ramp. The airframe is generally in reasonable condition, with a 
reasonable interior and instrument panel, but the paint and glazing are beginning to fade. 
Until recently the airframe was hangar stored, but Aero Service ceased trading, hangar fees 
were left unpaid, and the Islander is currently accruing ramp parking fees, and is regarded 
as an abandoned aircraft. 

COUCAL AIRSTRIP, NDOLOU, GABON, TUESDAY 21 MAY - A WILD GOOSE CHASE! 

Islander TR-LSF (c/n 387) ex-G-BBYX, owned by Air Inter Gabon, has been derelict at Coucal 
Airstrip since it crashed there in August 1977. Local engineers were hired to remove the 
engines and instruments from the wreck, but were rather “over enthusiastic”, and severed 
half the cabin and the nose from the fuselage instead!  To reach Coucal required a two-hour 
drive from Port Gentil to Omboue, then boarding a high-speed canoe for a four hour river 
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The forlorn remains of 9J-WHX (c/n 192) with 9J-ASA (c/n 918) behind, both being used for spares. 

TN-ADN (c/n 647) at Pointe Noire, Republic of Congo. 
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journey to Coucal Moorings, and finally a one hour road journey to the Perenco Coucal oil and 
gas facility.  

On arrival I discovered that the Islander, which has been stored on the end of the disused 
airstrip, had recently been towed into the Perenco compound, crushed flat with a bulldozer, 
and returned to Port Gentil as scrap metal on the deck of a river boat. The aircraft had been 
remotely stored for 45 years, it was not in anybody’s way, but typical of “big business” logic, 
the aircraft was eventually regarded as an inconvenience and discarded as worthless trash. 
To add insult to injury, on the return journey from Omboue to Port Gentil I was arrested at a 
roadblock by the gendarmerie, accused of being an undesirable alien, detained for two hours 
and required to pay a bribe of 110,000 Central African Francs, equivalent to £145, to secure 
my release. My advice to all travellers considering a visit to Gabon, do yourself a favour and 
avoid this corrupt and unpleasant country! 

DAR ES SALAAM INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, TANZANIA, SUNDAY 26 MAY 

Islander 5H-CAM (c/n 619) formerly G-AYGI has been abandoned on the corrosion corner of 
the GA ramp for many years. The engines and controls are seized, the door hinges have 
corroded, and the pilot’s door has fallen off and been thrown in the cabin. Instruments have 
been stripped out, the glazing and paintwork are very faded, and the airframe is full of 
corrosion. 

The wreck of TR-LSF (c/n 387) that had been removed by the 
time of our reporter’s visit to Coucal. (BNH Collection) 

5H-CAM (c/n 619) at Dar es Salaam. 

19 



20 

 

AEROBEACH AIR MUSEUM, ENTEBBE, UGANDA, MONDAY 27 MAY 

The stripped fuselage of Trislander 5X-UAS (c/n 373), formerly G-BCJV is displayed in the 
Aerobeach Museum, situated near the perimeter of Entebbe International Airport. 

WILSON AIRPORT, KENYA, WEDNESDAY 29 MAY 

Islander 5Y-BBB (c/n 809), formerly G-BDYW, was seized from owners Desert Locust Control, 
and auctioned off by the Kenya Civil Aircraft Authority in November 2021 for non-payment of 
ramp fees. Presumably the airframe found a buyer, as the Islander has been moved into a 
hangar and is currently listed for sale. The airframe looks in good condition, but will require a 
full overhaul before further use.  
Islander 5H-KLA, 2002 formerly G-BESM is derelict in open storage, last known owners were 
Kilwa Air Ltd; this airframe could be featured in future KAA auctions! 
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5X-UAS (c/n 373) at the Aerobeach Museum, Entebbe. 

Still awaiting a buyer is former Desert Locust Control 
Islander 5Y-BBB (c/n 809) at Wilson Airport, Kenya. 
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B-N Aircraft News from BN Historians 

32 (BN-2A) G-AWNT Precision Terrain Surveys, Edenbridge, Kent. To SAS PixAir Survey, 
Rouen-Boos, France. F-GLNT Reserved 2023. 

59 (BN-2A-20) HC-BHC Servicio Aereo Regional, Quito, Ecuador. To Emetebe, Quito, Ecuador. 

164 (BN-2A-26) DQ-DBV Pacific Island Air, Nadi, Fiji. To Unity Airlines, Port Vila, Vanuatu. Re-
registered YJ-OO9 27.8.24. DQ-DBV cancelled 30.8.24. Delivered to Port Vila 21.9.24. 

HC-BHC (c/n 59) now operating with Emetebe in the Galapagos Islands. It is seen here with sister ship 
HC-BZF (c/n 200) which now carries the new company colours.(Emetebe) 

YJ-AT2 (c/n 188) at Port Vila, Vanuatu. (Unity Airlines) 

YJ-OO9 (c/n 164) arriving at Port Vila, Vanuatu 21.9.24. (Unity Airlines) 
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188 (BN-2A-21) H4-AT2 Air Taxi Solomons, Honiara, Solomon Islands. To Air Taxi, Port Vila, 
Vanuatu. 2.24 as YJ-AT2. Written off SE of Port Vila 15.7.24. Crashed in a plantation on a 
hillside on approach to Port Vila on flight from Aneityum Airport. 

373 (BN-2A Mk.III-1) 5X-UAS Uganda Airlines, Entebbe, Uganda. Withdrawn from use 1980. 
Fuselage displayed at Aero Beach, Entebbe; noted 25.7.24.  

417 (BN-2A-21) N130PC Sky West Aviation, Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA. To Trans Anguilla 
Airways, Wallblake, Anguilla. 1.24 as VP-AIA. 

511 (BN-2A-21) DQ-FIC Northern Air Fiji, Suva, Fiji. Substantially damaged when overran 
runway at Gau 23.7.24. 

619 (BN-2A) 5H-CAM Airwaves, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Noted derelict at Dar es Salaam 
25.5.24. 

646 (BN-2A-8) H4-AT1 Air Taxi Solomons, Honiara, Solomon Islands. To Air Taxi, Port Vila, 
Vanuatu. 3.24 as YJ-AT1. Withdrawn from use after Air Taxi ceased operations. 

647 (BN-2A-9) TN-ADN Aero Service, Brazzaville, Congo Brazzaville. Noted derelict at Pointe 
Noir 17.5.24. 

816 (BN-2A-27) VH-89M Colville Aviation Services, Atkinsons Dam, Queensland, Australia. To 
Air Taxi, Port Vila, Vanuatu. Leased 5.7.24. Flew Brisbane - Port Vila 5.7.24. Grounded 15.7.24 
when Air Taxi ceased operations. VH-89M cancelled 15.7.24. Was due to be re-registered                 
YJ-AT3, but not taken up, remained VH-89M. Re-registered to Colville Aviation Services 
8.8.24, and returned to Australia. 

918 (BN-2A-21) 9J-ASA Proflight Air Services, Lusaka, Zambia. Withdrawn from use; used for 
spares. Noted derelict at Lusaka 12.5.24. 

2034 (BN-2T) G-BJOH GAMA Aviation, Farnborough, Hampshire. Noted at B-N Solent 13.6.24 
doing engine runs, and flying 20.6.24. To FR Aviation, Bournemouth, Dorset. 18.7.24. Trading 
as Draken Europe. 

2102 (BN-2T) G-BIIO GAMA Aviation, Farnborough, Hampshire. To FR Aviation, Bournemouth, 
Dorset. 18.7.24. Trading as Draken Europe. 

2109 (BN-2B-27) HK-2822 Servicios Aereos Especiales, Villavicencio, Colombia. Written off 
Chia, Colombia 13.8.24. Crashed in a forested area during an emergency landing near Chía. 
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G-BJOH (c/n 2034) at Solent Airport 20.6.24 (Tony Dann) 
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2118 (BN-2T) G-BJEC GAMA Aviation, Farnborough, Hampshire. To FR Aviation, Bournemouth, 
Dorset. 18.7.24. Trading as Draken Europe. 

2140 (BN-2T Modified) G-DLRA Britten-Norman. Stored at Solent Airport. Registered to Britten-
Norman Aerospace, Bembridge. 31.5.24. 

2144 (BN-2T) N770FK Florida Keys Mosquito Control District, Marathon, Florida. To REB 
Technologies, Bedford, Texas, USA. 13.6.24. 

2162 (BN-2B-21) G-BKJM Britten-Norman. Registered to Britten-Norman Aerospace, 
Bembridge, Isle of Wight. 31.5.24. Being rebuilt and converted to a BN-2B-20. 

2184 (BN-2T) G-BLNE Britten-Norman. Registered Britten-Norman Aerospace, Bembridge, Isle 
of Wight. 31.5.24.  

2188 (BN-2B-26) G-BLNI Air Alderney, Lydd, Kent. To Hebridean Air Services, Inverness, 
Scotland. 1.8.24. Flew Shoreham - Leeds 9.8.24 for maintenance prior to service. 

2190 (BN-2T) NA-050 Royal Nepalese Army, Kathmandu, Nepal. Noted in new colour scheme at 
Kathmandu International Airport 18.9.24. 

2196 (BN-2T) G-BLNV Britten-Norman. Registered to Britten-Norman Aerospace, Bembridge, 
Isle of Wight. 31.5.24. 

2199 (BN-2T) G-BLNY Islander Aircraft, Cumbernauld. Noted at Solent Airport 4.9.24 with 
replacement panels, including removal of blister windows in cockpit roof. Noted flying 6.9.24, 
and arrived at Bournemouth 9.9.24. Was painted all white by 17.10.24. 

G-BLNY (c/n 2199) at Solent 4.9.24. (Ian Wikberg) 

NA-050 (c/n 2190) seen at Kathmandu 18.9.24. (Trevor Bartlett) 
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2235 (BN-2T) G-BSAH GAMA Aviation, Farnborough, Hampshire. To FR Aviation, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. 18.7.24. Trading as Draken Europe. 

2254 (BN-2B-20) Z-CAA Department of Civil Aviation, Harare, Zimbabwe. Withdrawn from use 
around 2007 and stored in hangar at Charles Prince Airport, Harare. 

2287 (BN-2T) G-BVSK GAMA Aviation, Farnborough, Hampshire. To FR Aviation, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. 18.7.24. Operated as Draken Europe. 

4005 (BN-2T-4S) G-SURV Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset 
Management, London. 9.4.24. Allocated to Xen Aviation, Georgetown, Guyana. 

4009 (BN-2T-4S) G-BWPO Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset 
Management, London. 9.4.24. Operated by Britten-Norman Aerospace, Solent, Hampshire. 
Test flight 18.7.24, fitted with an airborne 5G connectivity system. 

4010 (BN-2T-4S) G-BWPR Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset 
Management, London. 9.4.24. 

4011 (BN-2T-4S) G-WPNS Cranfield Aerospace Solutions, Cranfield, Bedfordshire. Flew Solent 
– Cumbernauld 7.6.24.  

4012 (BN-2T-4S) G-BWPV Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered Britten-Norman Aerospace, 
Bembridge. 31.5.24.  

4014 (BN-2T-4S) G-BWPX Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset 
Management, London. 9.4.24. For sale with B-N; 5453 hours. 

4015 (BN-2T-4S) G-CEIO Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset Management, 
London. 9.4.24.  

4016 (BN-2T-4S) G-CEIP Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset Management, 
London. 9.4.24.  

4017 (BN-2T-4S) G-CEIR Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset Management, 
London. 9.4.24. 

4018 (BN-2T-4S) G-CGVB Britten-Norman, Bembridge. Registered to Cable Asset 
Management, London. 9.4.24. For sale with B-N; 2359 hours. 

G-BWPO (c/n 4009) flying at Solent 
20.7.24 with a pod on forward 
fuselage containing the 5G system 
being tested. (Tony Dann) 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE  

THE ULTIMATE WINGWALKER From www.historicwings.com  First published 28.9.2012. 

Jaromir Wagner (left) was a born stuntman, if an 
amateur one. Born in Czechoslovakia and having escaped 
from behind the Iron Curtain to West Germany in the 
1950s, he set himself to practicing his new-found 
freedoms in unique ways. As Jaromir put it, “I left the 
Czech nation and found that I could freely travel around 
the world and realize my dreams. For those of us who 
escaped, this was new because before nobody would 
allow such freedom.”  

It probably surprised his friends that one of his dreams 
was to strap on a pair of roller skates, take hold of a rope 
tied to a car, and see how fast he could go on the 
autobahn. “Oncoming drivers looked at us as if we were 
fools. It was a miracle to me that nothing happened to 
us. The cops just caught us and I lost my license, even 
though I was the one on skates!” 

From his first attempts - attaining 92 km/h - he steadily 
improved his art. Over time, he established a record 
speed that still stands today of 270 km/h, though in 
better controlled conditions than on the autobahn, using 

prepared surfaces with special tow gear that he invented over the years of pushing the 
limits. Having set a pretty high mark of achievement (and concurrently setting down a speed 
skiing mark of 180 km/h), he set himself to his next venture, flying across the Atlantic Ocean 
as a wing walker. On this date in aviation history, on 28 September 1980, Jaromir Wagner, a 
41 year old auto dealer, started his journey. It would be an eleven day adventure that proved 
more difficult and challenging than even he could have imagined. 

Preparations 
For three years, Jaromir prepared for his mission. Despite attempts at finding a sponsor, very 
few he spoke with understood his dream or were willing to back it. “I prepared for a few 
years, I did all kinds of sports, I was fit and ready. I trained extensively and finally I was ready. 
I had to go ahead anyway because I had too much debt since potential sponsors did not get 
it, they couldn’t understand my dream -but it was worth it.” 
To get used to the wind force and balance, he took to riding atop a moving car, developing a 
harness and bracing system into which he could tie himself. Wind chill proved a serious issue 
and, given the northern latitudes of the route he would need to take, it was a matter of some 
experimentation. He planned to hop from Giessen, in Germany, to Scotland, then to Iceland, 
Greenland and Newfoundland before heading south to New York City.  The northern passage 
across the Atlantic would involve serious challenges to ward off frostbite. 

For his aircraft, it was clear that a light, twin-engine aircraft would be best suited. This would 
be no high altitude operation, since the higher one goes the colder it gets. He would not 
have oxygen systems either and, to put it bluntly, a light plane is more affordable than a jet 
anyway. He made arrangements for a twin-engine Islander, D-IAJW (c/n 659), with two pilots 
to fly him across. They estimated that the flight would require at least 40 hours in the air. 

For clothing, he tested a three layer outfit of different materials, borrowing from SCUBA for 

In September 1980 Jaromir Wagner was attached to the wing of Islander D-IAJW (c/n 659) for a daredevil 
flight across the Atlantic from Giessen, Germany to New Jersey, USA. Following the brief feature in the 
January 2014 issue of BNAPS News. Below is a more substantial article with thanks to HistoricWings.com 
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the final insulating layer, with a layer of insulating cloth between and at the outside, to 
prevent windchill, a full body leather riding suit. Goggles and a helmet perfected the outfit. 
Flying to America, his entire outfit was in bright red, white and blue.  
The Flight 

Taking off on 28 September 1980, his first hops went perfectly. He flew from Giessen to 
Scotland, but then, in the late September weather, found that he could not proceed. As 
storms and winds buffeted the North Atlantic route, he waited. Finally, the weather broke 
and he was off. At Iceland, he was tired but ready to continue after an overnight. The hop to 
Greenland, however, proved far more difficult as temperatures plummeted to -13 degrees 
Fahrenheit. After landing, he considered cancelling the last over water leg to Newfoundland, 
but decided that if he could endure it once, he could do it again. The following day he made 
Newfoundland without problem, though again the extreme cold that buffeted him took its 
toll. 
Before departing from Canada, he noted that “I’m doing it because I like it; I like the risk and 
it’s a thrill.” Yet he also added regarding the hard job of flying atop the Islander, “The time 
gets longer every day.” He departed and flew to Vermont. Bone-tired, he rested before the 
final short hop to New York City. As a grand gesture, on arrival, he orbited the Statue of 
Liberty after flying down the Hudson River at low altitude. A gaggle of press helicopters 
followed him closely, jockeying for position to report on the spectacle. There was a tight 
moment when the entire airborne fleet had to dodge around the Goodyear Blimp before 
heading to New Jersey for his final landing. 

After touchdown, Jaromir was ecstatic even if hunched over and exhausted. His body 
beaten by the wind. The adventure had required 43 hours of flight, all of it with him exposed 
to the elements on top of the wing. He hoped that the press coverage would get him 
funding to fly to California, but none resulted. With a smile, he could just think ahead of his 
next venture - “Maybe I will go around the world next time,” he said, however, he added, 
“right now it’s too cold.” 
Aftermath 
Incredibly, it would not be a stunt accident that would finally end Jaromir’s stunts, but 
rather a car accident while traveling in Brunei. As he put it, “After that, I reviewed 
everything in my life. I realized that maybe I could die after all if I continued - that was the 
likely end of it - and so I calmed down.” 

Now [2012] in his 70s and retired after a career in the auto industry, Jaromir looks back on 
his achievements with pride. He hopes that others will someday beat his record. He may not 
have to wait long as another Czech, David Bryknar, has taken up the rope and strapped 
wheels upon his feet - as for Bryknar, he says that Jaromir Wagner’s story is his own 
inspiration. Will Bryknar go on to fly around the world atop a wing? Only time will tell. 

One More Bit of Aviation History 
One of the two pilots who flew Jaromir Wagner’s Islander was a man named Robert J. 
Moriarty. Years later, when delivering a V-tailed Beechcraft Bonanza, while passing through 

D-IAJW in flight with J Wagner on 
the wing (BNAPS Collection) 
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Paris, he got the idea of flying under the lower span of the Eiffel Tower. To document the 
effort, he brought along a cameraman. On March 31, 1984, he climbed into the airplane at Le 
Bourget Airport and took off. Circling Paris, he lined up, flew down the gardens that lead to 
the Eiffel Tower and passed neatly underneath. Although full press photographers were 
contracted to document the flight, the French Government refused to allow the event to be 
published for over a month, by which time it had lost its importance and newsworthiness. 

ISLANDER C/N 659 
BN-2A Islander c/n 659 first flying as G-AYXK at Bucharest, 
Romania on 3.9.71, and to the UK on 1.10.71. Here it was 
converted to a BN-2A-8, and was delivered to Fairoaks 
Aviation Services on 4.9.72. On 28.11.72 it was delivered to 
Loganair, Scotland. Back to B-N on 14.5.79 it was 
refurbished as a BN-2A-26, and became D-IAJW 4.6.80. 
Following the flight to New Jersey it remained in the USA 
as N9857C to be used by Marcona Ocean Industries 
(MOI) based a Fort Lauderdale. Whilst with MOI it was re-
registered twice  - N40UC in 11.82, and N659CM in 6.85. 
After use by MOI, it saw operation with Freeport Shuttle 
at Fort Pierce, and Air Charter of Florida. In mid-1999 it 
was badly damaged in a hangar collapse at Fort Pierce.   
Shipped to Penticton, BC, Canada for rebuilt, it emerged 
in 2000 as PJ-WEA of Windward Express Airways, based 
in Netherlands Antilles. Sadly, on 6.9.17 the Islander was 
no match for hurricane Irma, and was damaged beyond 
economic repair, and withdrawn from use. 

D-IAJW over Liberty Island, New York. (BNAPS Collection) 

G-AYXK flying by “The Old 
Man of Hoy” in Orkney, 
Scotland (BNH Collection) 

N659CM at Fort Pierce, 
Florida. (BNH Collection) 

PJ-WEA in a typical Caribbean location. 
(BNH Collection) 
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Kathy Mantel has recently posted a story on BNAPS Facebook about her father, Rudy Mantel, 
and Desmond Norman when Trislanders  were being acquired in 1975 for Rudy's Trans Jamaican 
Airlines operation. The story is an extract from Rudy's tribute to Desmond Norman who died in 
November 2002  

“I first met Desmond at Palisadoes Airport, Kingston, Jamaica in early 1959 as I was sitting 
forlornly on a wheel of my Stinson V-77 Gullwing. The ARB surveyor had just condemned the 
airplane (and therefore my air taxi business) to an uneconomical overhaul and I was 
wondering what to do next when Des sauntered up. He exuded his usual good humour and 
proceeded to cheer me up. We drove into Kingston for a thoroughly wholesome good time. 
This was the beginning of a long friendship. 

“Des was in Kingston establishing the Jamaican branch of Crop Culture Ltd., the spraying 
company he operated with his partners Jim McMahon, Frank Mann, and John Britten. At the 
time Crop Culture was a large enterprise with over 40 spray planes based in the Sudan, 
Colombia, Ivory Coast and other garden spots. The Jamaican operation was primarily to 
spray bananas which at the time was a thriving industry. 

“Des visited Jamaica often in those years until the mid 60's when the company was divided 
into Crop Culture-Micronair (Jim McMahon) and Britten-Norman (Des and John). By then my 
little air taxi business (Jamaica Air Taxi Ltd.) had grown and I became interested in Islanders- 
I later purchased several Islanders and Trislanders. 

“Des and I remained close friends and my wife Jane and I had many pleasant visits with Des 
and Bo at their home in Bembridge. In 1974 I purchased two Trislanders for my company 
(which by then had become Trans-Jamaican Airlines). 

“Des piloted Bo, Jane and me to Gosselies, Belgium, in an Islander which had been 
purchased by B-N and restored, G-AVRC (c/n  8), where we saw our Trislanders (c/ns 1009 & 
1012) under construction, and then on to Alderney where we spent a few days so that I 
could study the Trislander operation of Sir Derek Bailey's Aurigny Airlines. Des was a 
wonderful natural pilot- it was always a delight to fly with him. 

“When I later returned to Bembridge to take delivery of the Trislanders, Des presented me 
with an Islander necktie. He said "Rudy, the two Trislanders are a gift, but this necktie will 
cost you $400,000". I still treasure that $400,000 necktie. Amazingly, in 1974 Trislanders 
cost under $200,000 each !” 

 

Trans-Jamaican operated their first two Trislanders 6Y-JJH c/n 1009 and 6Y-JJI c/n 1012 until the 
early 1980s, when disposed of.  Later in the 1980s they took 3 more, 6Y-JQE (c/n 1056), 6Y-JQF 
(c/n 1058) and 6Y-JQK (c/n 1059). All three were withdrawn from use in July 1990.  

6Y-JJI (c/n 1012) at Bembridge prior to delivery to Trans-Jamaican Airlines in late 1975. (BNH Collection) 

TRANS-JAMAICAN TRISLANDERS 

Kathy Mantel 
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ISLANDER & TRISLANDER NEWS 
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The Trislander team, along with the rest of the Duxford Aviation Society’s engineering team, 
have been busy the past year ensuring that G-BEVT looks its best for our many visitors and 
that sitting outside in the Cambridgeshire weather does not take too much of a toll on the 
airframe.  

Engine Cowlings and Nose cone 
All of these have suffered over the years with stress cracks and heat damage from the 
exhausts. We no longer have sufficient fibreglass skills in house, but fortunately Alan Webb 
is a keen windsurfer and one of his friends repairs boats. So, an invitation to come and take 
a look was made and a few weeks later Nuno arrived at Duxford to assess the work 
required. He felt it would be an interesting challenge and so, after the next few months the 
6 cowlings and the nose cone disappeared off site to return later in pristine condition. In 
fact, we were a little concerned that they would make the rest of the aircraft seem shabby! 
In turn the parts were refitted and look super smart. The team are now creating a stand so 
that we can drop the lower cowling on engine No.3 at airshows so the public can see the 
engine. 

Engines and Propellors 
Whilst the cowlings were off we 
cleaned the engines and generally 
made them a bit smarter. We also 
removed and repainted the 
spinners and propellors. 
Wheels 
First up we manage to get some 
new(ish) tyres donated to us 

(Thanks to the power of the BNAPS Facebook page!). We tried to get the original tyres filled 
with high density foam but unfortunately most of them were too badly worn and cracked 
for this to be done. So, a 400-mile round trip to achieve not very much! However, not to be 
disheartened a request was posted on Facebook and within a couple of weeks we had 4 
main tyres generously donated to us. Ironically the donor was only a few miles away from 
the foam company so another 400-mile round trip ensued. This one was much more 
successful as on arriving at the site not only were there 4 main tyres but a nose tyre as well! 
Whilst all this was going on the team were in the workshop cleaning and repainting the 
wheel hubs, brakes and associated fittings. The hubs were refitted and the tyres filled with 
the foam to the normal pressure (50psi main and 29psi nose). The wheels and brakes were 

DUXFORD TRISLANDER UPDATE by Bob Wright, Tony Smart and Alan  Webb 
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Removing No1 Propeller and repainting. 

Cowlings before and after. 
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then reassembled and refitted. We now have a schedule set up to turn the wheels each 
quarter so that we do not get any flat spots! 

Repainting 
We had wanted to repaint the upper surfaces for quite some time, but were waiting for a 
period of good weather since this had to be done outside. However whilst wandering around 
the site and going through the Imperial War Museums (IWM) conservation hangar we 
noticed a Trislander sized space. We had asked before about bringing the aircraft inside but 
had always been knocked back, but nothing ventured nothing gained! So we approached the 
IWM conservation hangar manager and lo and behold we could have the space for a 
maximum of 10 days starting next week! (Lesson learnt, talk to the people actually doing 
work rather than their senior managers!) So a rapid team meeting ensued, could we do it? 
Did we have the manpower and materials?, could we get the budget? Yes, Yes, probably and 
so all systems go. 
The big day came 
and so on a grey 
Sunday morning 
The Trislander 
team, the 
Wednesday and 
Sunday 
conservation crews 
(and our chairman) 
all helped out, but 
would VT want to 
move after almost 7 
years in the same 
place? Of course, 
the answer was yes 
and the move was 
accomplished with 
very little drama. 
The hardest part 
was getting the 
concertina World 
War I vintage 
hangar doors to 
open wide enough. 
There is a definite 

Refitting No1 Propeller. 

Positioning and opening the hangar doors. 

Backing VT out from her display position between Viscount and Britannia. 
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Main wheels and nose wheel replacements. 
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knack in opening the doors but with help 
from the IWM team VT was backed into the 
available space and so work could 
commence. 
Over the course of the next week we had 
multiple sessions, preparing, priming and 
painting the upper surfaces of the main 
wing, horizontal stabiliser and also the 
rudder. One stroke of luck was that the IWM 
team had built a scaffolding bridge for their 
current work on the Avro Shackleton, it just 

happened to be a perfect fit for work on the Trislander tail!! This saved us much time and 
effort. 
One hiccup was when we opened the yellow paint for the tail. It looked suspiciously orange, 
never mind we thought, it will become yellow once we stir it up. Wrong, it went a lovely 
colour of Salmon Pink! A quick call to our paint supplier revealed that they had transposed 
one digit of the paint code from 6 to 8, hence the colour mismatch. Fortunately, they could 
mix up a new can the same day, so although we lost some time we managed to paint the 
undercarriage legs and the ailerons. So no great drama and we ended up achieving more 
than we set out to! 
I would mention that one of our conservation team, Sean, traded a days work to help out. 
Sean is a painter by trade and really wanted to be involved as over the years he has helped 
paint all of our collection with the exception of the Trislander and the BAE146, so he can 
now tick off another aircraft. I am sure he will be back at Duxford in June as we are 
repainting our VC10. 

All the work was completed on time and the following Sunday G-BEVT was moved back into 
the display line, again with no issues. So many thanks to the IWM conservation team and 
everyone at DAS that leant a hand. 

Working on the flaps and ailerons. Tail repaint.  

Trislander team meeting, Bob, Alan and Tony. 

Battle of Britain Airshow 1/6/24 open for visitors.  
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BRITTEN-NORMAN NEWS 

B-N ANNOUNCES UNLEADED FUEL 
MODIFICATION FOR PISTON 
ENGINE ISLANDERS  
Britten-Norman is taking the next step towards sustainable aviation with 
the introduction of the Unleaded Fuel Modification for its BN-2B-26 piston 
engine (Lycoming O-540-E4C5) Islander aircraft. 

Mark Shipp, Technical Director and Head of Design at Britten-Norman, commented: 
“Britten-Norman is committed to delivering a sustainable future for aviation through our 
Green Futures initiative. This development is an important milestone for the hundreds of 
Islander operators enabling them to reduce their emissions with unleaded fuels.” 

BRITTEN-NORMAN SECURES FURTHER INVESTMENT  
On 14th October, Britten-Norman, announced it had successfully completed its second 
funding round, securing significant capital from Northern Ireland based Beechlands 
Enterprises. The investment will help accelerate production of the Islander aircraft and 
transform aftermarket business, scaling up manufacturing eight aircraft a year in phase one. 
Manufacturing will be focussed primarily on the unleaded piston version of the Islander, 
with around 20% of aircraft being delivered as turboprops. 
As part of the company’s focus on manufacturing, it will invest in more advanced 
manufacturing tools and machinery, enhancing component production capabilities. These 
upgrades will help reduce lead times, and improve overall cost and efficiency. 

With the investment Patrick Cowan, former Deputy Chief Engineer at Belfast based 
aeroplane manufacturer Short Brothers, will be joining the board of Britten-Norman. 
Alison Rankin Frost, Director of Beechlands said; “We’re delighted to invest in Britten-
Norman. Great people, great product and, now we have provided more capital, great 
prospects.” William Hynett, Britten-Norman’s CEO, commented: “This welcome investment 
from Beechlands will enable Britten-Norman to complete its aircraft manufacturing 
repatriation programme, with the first aircraft destined for the Falkland Islands. We will also 
be focussing on our important international aftermarket operations, ensuring our long-term 
position as the manufacturer of choice for reliable, high-intensity, low-cost, short-field, sub-
regional air transportation.” 

XEN AVIATION, GUYANA BUY A BN-2T-4S 
Xen Aviation & Services Limited (Xen Aviation), a start-up domestic operator based in 
Georgetown, Guyana, has finalised a deal to acquire its first BN-2T-4S, to enhance regional 
connectivity and support its planned commuter services across the country. 

This will be the first BN-2T-4S operated in Guyana, having 30% more interior space compared 
with the piston variant, as well a increased MTOW of up to 8,925 lbs (4,048 kg). Powered by 
twin Rolls-Royce 250 B17F engines, the BN-2T-4S offers a range of 1,006 nm (1,863 km) and 
has an endurance of up to 8 hours. The aircraft retains many features of the original 
Islander including its ability to operate in challenging conditions into short, unprepared 
landing strips. Configured with a maximum of 12 seats, the 
BN-2T-4S is certified under its UK Type Certificate to carry up 
to 10 passengers with either single or dual crew.  
In preparation for delivery, Britten-Norman has recently 
gained Type Acceptance for the BN-2T-4S from the Guyana 
Civil Aviation Authority. The aircraft is already type certified 
in the UK, EU and USA as well as a number of other 
countries around the world. 
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HEBRIDEAN AIR SERVICES - NEW ROUTE 

It is case of “back to the future” as an Islander is again set to operate the Benbecula-
Stornoway route, after Hebridean Air Services emerged as preferred bidder from a 
tendering process run by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. The Comhairle provides the £450,000 
subsidy to the route. 

Islanders were operated by Loganair in the early days of inter-island air services, but in 
recent years larger planes have been deployed as part of the Loganair network. However, 
the Comhairle believes an eight-seater “suits the operational passenger loads better and 
makes the routes viable due to the decreased operating costs”. 

The agreement with Hebridean Air Services will see the service return to three days of 
operation per week - Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays - with the aircraft based at Stornoway. 
Hebridean Air Services currently run services out of Oban to Colonsay, Coll and Tiree. 

The Islander will return from Stornoway to its Oban base on the days it is not operating the 
Benbecula route. This opens up the possibility of carrying passengers between Stornoway 
and Oban, once a week in each direction, although this does not feature in the new 
agreement. 

Around 90% of passengers carried between Benbecula and Stornoway are hospital patients 
or medical staff. The schedule of appointments for patients from Uist and Barra will have to 
be revised around the new timetable. At present, the Loganair service between Benbecula 
and Stornoway operates on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Uisdean Robertson, chair of the Comhairle’s transportation committee, said that there had 
been “a serious danger of losing the service altogether, and that while some people were 
complaining about the smaller plane, it was more in line with actual demand. 

“The good thing is that it is a four year contract which takes the year to year uncertainty 
out of it. The fact it is to be based in Stornoway on these days will hopefully mean it will not 
be so reliant on weather windows”. 

Hebridean Air Services is a subsidiary of Airtask Group Limited, based in Milton Keynes, 
which recently celebrated its 40th anniversary and is one of the longest standing air 
operators in the UK. It also operates internal Shetland routes and provides aerial 
surveillance flights to government agencies including the MoD. 

The company is no stranger to Stornoway or Benbecula having operated surveillance flights 
through both locations since the early 1990s. When announced earlier this year it was  
anticipated that flights would be starting “as soon as feasible after 1 April”. An additional 
Islander, G-BLNI (c/n 2188), was acquired by Hebridean Air Services on 1st August 2024.  

G-HEBS (c/n 2267) of Hebridean Air Services (Mark Rutley) 
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Nevis Culturama Festival - De Caribbean’s Greatest Summer Lime was held from 25 July to 6 
August 2024 with the festivities starting as early as 4 July. 

In St. Kitts and Nevis, the Vance W. Amory International Airport in Nevis saw a surge of 
charter flights from Anguilla on  19 July, ahead of the Festival. The airport saw six small 
planes on the ground, showcasing the visitor’s interest in the highly anticipated festival. 
The aviation-related Facebook page of St. Kitts and Nevis SK energy shared glimpses of the 
small planes in Nevis of which two, were parked right under the Control Tower, were from 
Anguilla Air Services, a Trislander and an Islander with 3 more Islanders on the left from 
Trans Anguilla Airways. The picture also shows a Cape Air Cessna 402.  

Nevis Culturama Festival  
This year the island is celebrating 50th anniversary of this highly anticipated festival, which 
stands as a pinnacle of celebration on the island, inviting both locals and visitors alike to 
revel in the richness of the culture and traditions. This jubilant event promises an immersive 
experience like no other, which is why people from across the region are anticipated to 
arrive in Nevis to get a taste of it.  

The Chairperson of the Nevis Culturama Festival Committee, Abonaty Liburd expressed his 
excitement and said that as the island embarks on this historic milestone, several special 
initiatives, competitions and programmes have been unveiled which are designed to elevate 
Culturama 50 to unprecedented heights. The festivities for this year’s festival comprised an 
exciting opening ceremony, various pageants, street parades, as well as cultural food fairs. 

NEVIS AIRPORT BUZZES WITH CHARTER 

FLIGHTS FOR 50TH CULTURAMA FESTIVAL 
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THE BIG SCARE 

We do not usually report the details of an Islander incident that results in the destruction of an aircraft. However, we 
felt that this story of an incident involving Islander C9-APQ (c/n 364) was worthy of including in this issue as it highlights 
the strength of the design and amazing bravery and skill of the pilot – Joaquim Maria Craveiro, who wrote the report. 

Wednesday 15 April 1979: The flight involved BN-2A-8 Islander, C9-APQ (c/n 364), operated by 
COMAG from Tete, where it was based. The flight-plan was Tete to Fíngoe, and return to 
Tele. At Fíngoe the passengers who boarded were 2 men, 1 woman and her 18-month old 
daughter. The route passed over the large Cahora Bassa dam and the small town of Songo. 
On the return run, the flight ended with a dramatic emergency landing on the Songo runway. 

Whilst the plane was flying over Cahora Bassa at an altitude of 7,500ft, about 4,700ft above 
the ground, the Songo controller said something to the pilot that he didn’t catch. Just as the 
pilot asked the controller to repeat the message, there was a violent explosion. The pilot saw 
the right wing on fire, which stretched backwards in the slipstream of the plane. A 
frightening spectacle for everyone on board! The pilot soon realised that they had been hit 
by anti-aircraft fire and that the controller’s message was him. 
Naturally very frightened, and to avoid the loss of the lives of all on b0ard, he had to think 
quickly. He reduced the throttle, tried to feather the right propeller, completely unaware 
that the engine had been ripped off from the aircraft, cut the mixtures and closed the right-
hand fuel selector, and began an emergency approach to the Songo runway. Despite the 
plane showing a strong tendency to lean to the left, it never occurred to him that the right 
engine was missing! The concern was to land before the fire cut through the right wing. 

With the mixture cut, the left propeller continued to rotate due to the air flow, which helped 
in the rapid descent, not gaining too much speed. He did not use flaps, because the plane 
might behave unpredictably. When stabilized on finals to the runway, he advanced the left 
mixture in order to coordinate the approach and landing with the left engine, but still had no 
idea that the right engine was no longer there! 

When the wheels touched the runway, and with a slight touch of the brakes the plane turned 
to the left, with the right wing gaining lift, tilting the plane to the left. When the plane 
levelled off, it went back into the air! He steered it back to the runway while trying to shorten 
the landing, but the plane still showed a strong tendency to veer to the left. Finally, the pilot 
stopped the plane on the left shoulder of the runway, and it was immediately abandoned by 
all the occupants. The firefighters arrived as soon as the plane stopped, but they were unable 
to control the fire, and the plane was destroyed. 

It was only after the pilot had exited that he noticed that the right engine had disappeared, 
and then finally understood its odd flight characteristics: in flight it tilted to the left because 
it lacked the weight of the right engine; on the runway it veered to the left because the 
wheels on the left side were carrying the load of the engine on that side, and the grip of the 
tires on the left side was strong. On the right side, the wheels did not carry the load of the 
missing engine and the grip of the tires on the runway was very weak. 
The plane was shot down by members of Frelimo [a nationalist movement at the time]; they 
thought it was a Rhodesian plane!  
Adapted from a report on voandoemmozambique.blogspot.com 7.4.09 written by Captain Joaquim Maria Craveiro. 
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The remains of C9-APQ from which 
everyone remarkably survived. 
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HANDS-ON - DEVELOPING A HYDROGEN AIRCRAFT 

Based on an article by Paul Eden - Aerospace Testing International 12 September 2024 

In November 2023, UK regulator the Civil Aviation Authority launched its Hydrogen 
Challenge. The aim is to investigate hydrogen as a zero-carbon emission aviation fuel, 
looking at a powertrain and fuel system, airport storage and fuelling infrastructure and 
regulation. In February 2024, Cranfield Aerospace Solutions (CAeS), Exeter Airport 
Consortium and ZeroAvia became the first companies selected to work alongside the CAA in 
its so-called Hydrogen Sandbox Challenge. 

CAeS is developing a hydrogen fuel cell powertrain under Project Fresson. The initial work 
aims to engineer, flight test and prove a powertrain suitable for the Britten-Norman Islander 
that has been acquired for modification as a flight test vehicle. Design, airframe modification 
and flying are centred at the company’s base on the Cranfield University Centre for 
Aeronautics campus in Bedfordshire, UK. 

Established in 1945, Cranfield College of Aeronautics soon developed a design organisation,  
Cranfield Aerospace Limited in 1997, rebranded as Cranfield Aerospace Solutions in 2016. At 
Cranfield, BN-2B-26 Islander G-HYUK (c/n 2272) is undergoing modification as part of the first 
phase of Project Fresson. In summer 2024, the Islander was grounded for extensive 
reconfiguration, following a period of baseline testing to establish data against which the 
modified airframe will be compared. 

Engineering & Flying 

Daqing Yang is Principal Air Vehicle Design Engineer at CAeS. A Cranfield graduate, his 
background is in commercial aircraft prototype design and research. For Project Fresson his 
team is replacing one of the relatively small aircraft’s engines with all-new technology. New 
engines are typically not trialled on the platform for which they are intended, but that is not 
the case with Project Fresson. 

“We have seen hydrogen powertrains flown, but not as potential powerplants for the 
platform they’ve flown on – they’ve been much smaller,” Yang says. “We have a hydrogen 
fuel cell powerplant tailor-made for the Islander category of aircraft. Powering the Islander 
is well within its capability, so when we’ve successfully tested it we’ll be much closer to a 
viable market product.” 

PROJECT FRESSON NEWS 

The CAeS Islander will emerge from modification with a 
hydrogen fuel cell powerplant in place of its starboard 
Lycoming piston engine, (Cranfield Aerospace Solutions) 



37 

 
Drag is an important consideration for hydrogen fuel cell propulsion, since the chemical 
reactions involved create vast amounts of heat, requiring large cooling units. The Islander 
will employ a pair of Reaction Engines heat exchangers. 

Project Fresson Chief Test Pilot (CTP), Roger ‘Dodge’ Bailey, has flown the unmodified  
Islander extensively, and brings more than three decades of test flying experience in 
Bedfordshire skies to Project Fresson. “The Islander is a proven aircraft that I’d flown in the 
past. It’s not fast, but it does the job.” 

Working closely with Yang, Alexander Purvis is a CAeS Air Vehicle Design Engineer. Another 
Cranfield graduate, Purvis has been involved in a good deal of the flight testing, sitting 
alongside Bailey as he manoeuvres the Islander. “Some of the tests we have flown have 
been about assessing our Islander. The basic design is 60 years old, and our aircraft is 30 
years old. We expect some degradation, not so much to the airframe but the engines.” 

Bailey says the focus for testing G-HYUK is all powerplant related. “There’s a lot of it,” he 
continues. “We’re installing the new powertrain on one side and its size, weight, drag and 
thrust are all different. The baseline testing established the performance of our aircraft; like 
many light twins, the Islander’s engine-out performance on take-off is not brilliant, so we 
needed to know what we had. 

“Some baseline testing also reflects something I always did when I worked for the university 
full time. If you modified a certified aeroplane it becomes uncertified, and then you want to 
certify it again. But you don’t know how it got through the original certification process, and 
you don’t want to modify it and then find out it doesn’t comply with a requirement it should 
have complied with, because you won’t know if it never did or if the modification is 
responsible.” 

Although there is not yet a simulator suitable for line pilot training, CAeS has developed a 
desktop simulator that has a variety of uses. 

“One of the mitigations for flight testing with an experimental engine on one side of the 
Islander answers the question of what happens if it stops during take-off. In keeping with 
most light twins, the Islander has an area of vulnerability where if an engine fails on take-off 
you have to put it down again,” Bailey says. 

“To mitigate that risk we want to be able to do that at Cranfield – get to a height at which 
we can land back on the runway or continue on one engine. We can practise that profile on 
the desktop simulator and flight test profiles too, assessing how long they might take and 
what that means in terms of hydrogen consumption.” 

Before Flight 

An extensive period of ground trials is planned once the hydrogen powertrain has been 
installed and Bailey expects to have some involvement in them. “As soon as its 
representative of the configuration we will go and fly, I want to be there. I won’t fly the 
aeroplane unless I’ve operated the engine a good deal beforehand.” 

Lengthy trials will also have taken place in the virtual world before first flight, meaning Yang 
is confident the hydrogen fuel cell will deliver in the air. “The fuel cell powerplant is a little 
more powerful than the Lycoming, so we’re using a slightly larger propeller and different 
governor, and those elements are all being built up in the model,” Yang explains. The result 
is a ‘digital Islander’, which will be modified according to data gathered during flight trials. 

Aside from the aircraft and its powerplant, another fundamental challenge remains to be 
addressed. If CAeS was testing a new jet engine, the supporting infrastructure around safely 
refuelling would require little thought. That is not the case for fuelling a hydrogen fuel cell. 
Yang continues, “We have a dedicated safety team that talks to the CAA, which is also on 
the same learning curve. They are keen to observe our best practice to help write future 
regulations, but for now, we are working towards permission for experimental flying.” 
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 Yang says a major challenge comes from cooling the hydrogen fuel cells without adding 
excess drag. In the initial installation the hydrogen tanks will go inside the fuselage, since 
prominent heat exchangers will hang under the right engine nacelle. That solution is not 
viable for a commercial product, where cabin volume will be required for payload. The 
hydrogen tanks will therefore go under the wings. The Islander already has provision for 
underwing hardpoints. 

Yang is also interested in those Islander models built with wingtip fuel tanks, where he says 
the reinforced structure offers the potential for hydrogen carriage. “The wing structure 
redesign would be minimal, but we’d still need to check stress and the aeroelastic impact on 
the aircraft,” he adds. The digital model means much of the work can be done on-screen. 

Certification Testing 

Trials with the fully modified, all-hydrogen aircraft will aim to gather data towards 
certification as well as pure test. In that phase, Bailey notes one of many questions related 
to electric flying: “We’ll need climb, twin-engine and single-engine performance data and, 
particularly, landing performance data. Landing performance is among the challenges of 
electric motors. When the fuel supply to a piston engine is reduced, the airflow keeps the 
airscrew turning, in a way running the engine backwards. Keeping the engine turning this 
way requires considerable energy, creating ‘windmilling drag’ which is very useful during a 
steep approach into a short airfield. 

“Islanders do a lot of steep approaches into short airfields, but when you ‘back-drive’ an 
electric motor by reducing power the effect isn’t the same. There’s a bit of an unknown 
around how that will work, and part of the technology might be designing something to 
replace windmilling drag. 

“As a test pilot,” he concludes, “Overall, I’m more concerned with where the power is 
coming from, because electric motors are pretty much bombproof. The propeller will be 
fine, but may not be the best solution long term. 

“Meanwhile, aeroengines are configured to keep going if there is a failure, giving the pilot 
the choice of continuing to an airfield to save the aeroplane at the expense of wrecking the 
engine. Electric powertrains as we’ve seen them in cars tend to protect themselves if there 
is a failure and we need to see how that philosophy changes in the air.” 

Neither test pilot nor engineers are keen to predict a detailed timeline for the program, but 
first flight with the single hydrogen powertrain is anticipated for 2025, while a seemingly 
very optimistic further aim is for market entry of a certified commercial product from 2027. 

Yang says flying the converted Islander will be a dream come true, while Purvis is perhaps an 
excellent example of the young 
engineers who will see hydrogen 
fuel cell and other new-
generation aircraft propulsion 
systems into service as aviation 
closes on its promised 2050 net-
zero deadline. He describes 
Project Fresson as “incredibly 
exciting”, especially taking a role 
in test flying and having the 
engineering design office, all the 
people involved in the project, 
and the aircraft and hangar 
altogether on campus.  

Keep up to date at: 

cranfieldaerospace.com/news/ 
Roger ‘Dodge’ Bailey, Project Fresson chief test pilot, in the 
Islander cockpit. (Cranfield Aerospace Solutions) 
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Our new book was 
published in July 2024. 

The hardback book is A4 
landscape format, and in 
full colour throughout the 
180 pages.   

Price is £30, plus carriage 
at cost.  

The print run is limited so 
order sooner rather than 
later! 

To order please email: 
savingcn@bnaps.org.uk 

and we will send you a 
payment link and carriage 
quote. 

“Saving Charlie November” Book 

BNAPS News Review (BNR) 

We are always looking for news and feature articles for inclusion in BNR. If you would like 
to submit anything regarding B-N aircraft, past or present please contact the Editor.  
We’d really like to see pictures of B-N aircraft from where you are, or if you are travelling. 

Supporting BNAPS to preserve B-N Islander G-AVCN 

mailto:savingcn@bnaps.org.uk?subject=Saving%20Charlie%20November%20book
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BNAPS  
BNAPS has a very active 
Facebook group page. We 
encourage you join - search for 
“Britten-Norman Aircraft 
Preservation Society”.  
BNAPS is represented on line at: 
bnaps.org.uk (Note that an updated 
web site is in our future plans). 
BNAPS is a Registered Charity,             
No. 1100735, set up to "preserve the 
history and aircraft of Britten-
Norman with the support of 
members’ subscriptions, sponsorship 
and donations." 
BNAPS registered address is: 
7, William Close, Fareham, 
Hampshire. PO14 2PQ  
Trustees are Peter Graham, Bob 
Wilson, Guy Palmer, Bob Wealthy 
(Chairman) and Allan Wright. 
Please note: 
Whilst BNAPS has contact with Britten-
Norman from time to time, as a 
charitable trust BNAPS is an independent 
organisation. 

More BNAPS Supporters Needed 
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of 
someone who would be interested in joining 
please pass on contact details to our BNAPS 
Membership Secretary at 
membership@bnaps.org.uk 
Principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:  
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and 
aircraft of Britten-Norman through member 
donations and to provide assistance with the day-
to-day operations of the charity.”  
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage 
is welcome. 

 editor@bnaps.org.uk     16 Greenacre, Knaphill, Woking. GU21 2JR 

Viewing G-AVCN 
If you are planning to visit the Wight Military & 
Heritage Museum, there should be BNAPS people 
present every Thursday from 10am until 2pm. 
For Museum details see wmahm.org.uk 

BN-2 Production History  
BN Historians 
produce a “printed 
to order” version 
of the BN-2 
Production History 
in loose-leaf A4 
format. With full 
indexes this will be 
the most up to 
date data available 
- direct from the 
BNH Database. 
Price - £45.00 plus carriage, for a 
printed version 
A PDF file is also available for only 
£40.00 - no carriage necessary and 
will be emailed after confirmed 
payment.  
You can also chose your own cover 
picture - let BNH know which             
BN-2 you would like and, if possible, it 
will be your cover picture. 
Email BNH for more information: 
enquiries@bnhistorians.co.uk 

BNAPS 2025 Desk Calendar 

Available in November, the 2025 calendar consists 
of a series of 
images to reflect 
the theme of the 
versatile and 
dependable multi-
role BN-2 Islander 
– serving 
governments, 
businesses and 
communities 
world-wide for 
nearly 60 years. 
Priced at £9 each, 
including  UK 

carriage. Overseas carriage will be quoted at cost. 
Limited availability! Please do not delay placing 
your order.   
To order email sales@bnaps.org.uk 

BACK IN STOCK! 

B-N Beanie Hats 

Beanie hats are French 
Navy Blue and carry 
original style B-N logo in 
yellow.  
Hats are priced at £14, 
including UK carriage of 
£4. Overseas carriage will 
be quoted at cost. 
To order email sales@bnaps.org.uk 

Representative image 

http://www.bnaps.org.uk
mailto:membership@bnaps.org.uk?subject=BNAPS%20Membership%20enquiry
wmahm.org.uk
mailto:sales@bnaps.org.uk?subject=BNAPS%20Desk%20Calendar%202024
mailto:sales@bnaps.org.uk?subject=BNAPS%20Beanie%20Hat

